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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 6863 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR EG SY 

SUBJECT: QUADRIPARTITE MEETING IN RIYADH 
REF: CAIRO 6825 

1 . BOTH PRIMIN MAMDUH SALEM AND FAHMY ARE WITH THE 
PRESIDENT THIS MORNING AT BURG AL-ARAB RECEIVING LAST 
MINUTE INSTRUCTIONS. EGYPTDEL EXPECTS TO ENPLANE ABOUT 
1330 TODAY FOR RIYADH. WE UNDERSTAND KING KHALED WILL 
THIS EVENING RECEIVE HEADS OF DELEGATIONS, INDIVIDUALLY, 

AND THAT SUBSTANTIVE TALKS WILL BEGIN TOMORROW. EGYPTIANS 
EXPECT TO RETURN EITHER LATE FRIDAY OR SATURDAY, DEPENDING 
ON HOW THINGS GO. 

2. FAHMY'S CHEF DE CABINET, USAMA AL-BAZ, TOLD 
AMBASSADOR THIS MORNING THAT GOE NOW HAD CONFIRMATION 
THAT KHADDAM WILL BE PRESENT. HE EXPECTS SAUDIS AND 
KUWAITIS TO GO ALL OUT TO MAKE THE MEETING A SUCCESS, 

SINCE BOTH HAVE THEIR PRESTIGE INVOLVED IN ACHIEVING 

AN UPBEAT OUTCOME. EGYPTIANS REMAIN CONCERNED THAT 
SYRIANS - READ KHADDAM - WILL TRY TO RAKE UP SINAI H, 

ISRAELI CARGOES ISSUE, ETC. IF SO, THEY CONTINUE TO 
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3. ACCORDING TO AL-BAZ, THE MEETING WILL HAVE NO 
AGENDA. UNLESS CAREFULLY MANAGED BY SAUDI AND KUWAITI 
SPONSORS, THIS COULD MEAN TALKS COULD QUICKLY DRIFT 
AND BE INCONCLUSIVE. EGYPTIANS WOULD LIKE TO TAKE 

THE LINE THAT THERE IS NO POINT RAKING OVER PAST DIFFER- 
ENCES AND THAT THE TALKS SHOULD FOCUS ON RESTORING SOME 
ELEMENT OF ARAB COOPERATION. CONTINUATION OF 
PRESENT STATE OF AFFAIRS PLAYS INTO ISRAELI HANDS. SINCE 
BOTH SIDES HAVE COMPLAINTS ABOUT EACH OTHER'S ACTIONS. 

THESE SHOULD BE SURFACED TO HELP CLEAR THE AIR. ASKED 
IF LEBANON WILL BE DISCUSSED, AL-BAZ EXPRESSED PERSONAL 
VIEW THAT SUBJECT IS BOUND TO ARISE IN ONE WAY OR ANOTHER. 

4. PREDICTABLY, AL-BAZ ARGUED THAT EVERYTHING WILL DEPEND 
ON THE SYRIAN ATTITUDE. IF THEY APPROACH MEETING IN A 
CONSTRUCTIVE SPIRIT, THEN SOME USEFUL OUTCOME MIGHT 
RESULT. IF THEY DO NOT THEN SOME USEFUL OUTCOME MIGHT 
RESULT. IF THEY DO NOT, AL-BAZ IS FEARFUL MEETING WILL 
DEGENERATE INTO A TYPICALLY FUTILE ARAB WRANGLING EXERCISE. 
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